The Remarkable Guns
Of M. K. Jurek

Jurek diaploys fwo of his free pistol . One (s for o tight-hander; the other in lelt-hond
perwason. While nat common, Jurek patals are seen regedorly in Betub shoating

WORKING BY HIMSELF, THIS INDOMITABLE POLE CARVED
HIS OWN FULL-SIZED NICHE IN THE FIREARMS WORLD

by JERRY EVANS

«A S ) .
RARE AND FINE quality 22
LR single shot target pistol by the
noted specialist maker Dr, M_K. Jurek
of 180 Bradford Street, Birmingham,
England,” was the description that
caught my attention. That item was a
catalogue lot offered for sale by the
leading specialist auctioneers, Weller
& Dufty Ltd of Birmingham, Eng-
land, A telephone call entered my bid
and a few days later an invoice arrived
telling me that my bid wus acceptable
and when I paid the balance owing, the
parcel would be airmuiled to me. An
international drafl in pounds sterling
was dispatched and ! was really most
anxivus to see what | had h‘luuhl
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I know very little about handguns
less about 22 single shot target pis
tols, and Jurek might be a noted spe-
ciaiist in Birmingham, England, but
no one that 1 knew had ever heard of
him, other than a collector friend who
thought he was a refired dentist.

In due course my pistol arrived and |
was very pleased with my purchase.
The workmanship was excellent and it
was truly a fine quality 22 single shot
target pistol with a barrel length of
nine inches. The hand-fitted grip was
not exactly made far my right hand
but not being a competitive shooter, |
was not bothered by 1he tight fit, The
trigger pull, fock tGme and over-all

mechanics of the pistol certaimly px-
hibited expertise of warkmanship and
attention w detatl not usvally noted
with backysrd plumbers and pipe fit-
ters. But who was Dr. M K, Jurek? Did
he design. make, command shop, ot
wak he & retired dentist” And was he
still making pistols?

A letter sent to the Bradford Street
dress was not answered, The Bir.
ngham telephone system did not
have a listing for M K. Jurek. Mean-
while, my collector friend scquired a
Jurek 22 single shot target pistal that
had a Birmingham address on St
Marys Row engraved on the color-
cased action. A letter was sent to that




widdress but while i was ot retsornesd
by the Heitish postal systems oo an
wwer was recerved either

A comple al ywars later, whide wan-
dering about Londan, | was able te by
amother Jurek target pistel This
Latest megulsition wes alse 20 Long
Rifle, but had an Intervhangratle ex-
tra barrel chamberwd for 38 Howcisl
The tearewd 0 was soch Lhat the firing
pin adapted 10 Uw rimfire 22 or the 55
cwatarfive cartridae Agnin, this was o
manifiestation of handwark at its best

My wchediclp wan wuch that T wan
alde to tuke u Lrakn to Biomingham for
the parpose of flading the elusive D
M K Jurek o 1alk with him aod luxrn
abost Rl pentof making. Despite the
holp given e by Stgart Cregwell of
Westley Richards snd Doug Nie from
Wellur & Dufiy, beth of whom had
hoard of Jurek, we could not find him
Wo fousd the shop on Bradfond! Strvet
But it wos wot opon and o paaser by

allowed ns how that wes the pistol
makec’'s shop, bet he thought he was
oaly there on Tuesday cvenung be
tween ¥ ond Kp m Untortumately, my
day o Barmingbam was Wednesday
20 back (o v train aod un 1o London,
thenos 10 Heothrow fur the fight back
te Uslifornas

During the pest twe years, Doug
Nie was sbile 10 gel e hame addross
wind ebephiane nusber of De Jureb. A
Wity 20 his home wildress elicited o
reply from Jurek snd within a few
s [arranged o visit with the "soled
.pu'lu‘u‘ maher,” Dv. MK Jurek
Thas fine gentheman rode 3 seres of
bases from his apastsent te my holel
wnd wo talked fur om inte the maght

Jurvk s » eemarkable tnan. Al the
time of our conversation he was 75
yours odd. quiet and swoflspoken, yei
maintaining an aura of duunch inde-
pendency. [t was immodiatoly obvious
that Dy, Jurek was the spatame of wn

all too rapidly declining breed of
craftsmen, those for whoe thoir work
m A murce of pride There are not
stany sk aa Jurck and in thix day to
have 1he appactumity of meeling and
talking wilh such o man w a roward
ing asd worthwhile expereoce, even
thoagh it took five years o Nlod him.

Manen K Jurek was born wn Paland
in L904 and by 1010 he was scrocnging
ond moking parts for gens that he was
bailding He rmjoyed shootin g and was
wxprer imenting s gun making. Jurek
continued s education at Krskow
Universily 1 Poland and achioved bis
doctarate in chemical enginecning,
slthoagh he told me that 1 was mwetly
mechnnicnl engiverring that bold his
interest. By 1907 Dr Jurek had od
vaneed to head the rvsenrch depart-
ment ol an amemukition falers an
Warsaw . His isterest (0 gun making
wan such that when msing o weopon of
Bors daesign Beis seure of 529 points won a

Upper g w1 Swa borre thawe, & Su 72 ond 38 cob bar areh Mol 5 The loms g 4 e
Novk Topuias model 27, Acrom oo dhased by b pholy Chwemaly e gurs wen bt for
SHarert o, wdgng ty #w sy dlpar! drerms of Fu irmd waved grgn At what
sage eathar Sewn bred e groepe 1 whesas, I Be gure atesmly oot wel

Atmn dpes. Tan Vodel 8 e rweends 1 o sl comninied v dewy arad
B B B bt of e brorse ek o, s Seget seen, de rel st e
Soad Al bar vonds 1M A powtunry st of B havie

wold melal st Helsinki Eorber. he
wad poeled o scorw of 562 wharl was hes
Enesl

The Nzt war machine was sweep-
ingg throngh Europe and Jurek, who
d Been invared b grensde dehbris
during the first World Wa devi-
ouy roules through Remania and
France, und sscaped to Greo: Rritain
His trother. Karl, wad boas Getunate
He had & four-yust stay ot Buchen
waid

ME. Jureh spmnt the war yoars in
several bunches of the British sery-
ices, but while 3 member of the
Purachule Regiment, Band time 1o
deaben and make his first free
October, 1046 hix fitst of 1w S
SMG s were Leated in Britain, but werw
ropected




ADr. M. K. Jurek 22 LR single shot match rifle. Mrﬂ&iwomshhmd:ﬁwdbo&m&nopomﬁedbypdh\ghwvoh
roorMmro:u'hebohbymuofomoohwm.Thmoivovismutod"panmpqdnn", Floating heavyweight rowad borrel
with sight dovetoll ot muzzle, rearsight dovetail of left of action, odjustable trigger and specicd walnut stock with dovetoil skide for

odw'obhbunphn,h‘.fhewqroawdp'idolwwnblﬁmbbh. heekpiece and adjustable hand op, paelm rest for offhand
shooting, clloy hond stop, tunnel aperture foresight, fully odjustable rearsight with comera type adjustable wris diaphrogm,

M, K. Jurek hlinkodNuynhﬂhmmhl\isphmonndoinhelobbyoM\e This norrow fittle building ot 180 Bradford St., Birmingham, was the Jurek shop
va-dﬂot-linl&uhﬁnm.H'uboldinqihloslpiuolhmode,mhlw # hos now been demolished, ‘ollo"wing considerable disogreement with the
U.K.'s Inlond Revenue, and the mochines and inventory sold off and, in short,

Jurek makes pistols no more

This 360 caliber muzzlelooder is owned by the authar. It was, in foct, made for him. The
design differs from the Model § anly in that the receiver is cut owoy 1o permit the porcussion
nipple to sect itsell in the same positian o centerfire cortridge primer would accupy. Thus, the
action breaks for nipple-seating ond o nice straight-line ignition path is provided.
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Dr. Jurek doesnt think hss guns
were given 4 fair test. He feols the low
cost of production and reliability
would baw mado his machine gun &
repluosment tor the Sten gun, Ho as
serted, W me, that kis SMG would fire
at a rate of 350 RPM and with aceu-
racy. This rather alow rate of fire wap
made premble by firing from a closed
it and o separate hammar Apother
feature was a smoll diameter necoil
apring that was mounted on & guide
rod that was removable and ran
through the breech biock 1 nearly
endod the interview st that point by
remarking that | didn’t think that ac-
curaey of a machine gun was all that
important. That gol mo a long, studi.
ous ook snd | was told, in 2 soft,
slightly accented voies, that necuracy
is ymportant in all firearmas,

Nuring oar conversation at the
Grand Hote! in Birmingham, Jurek
produces ail of his shop drawings.
working drawings and patent draw-
ings for all hiz SMGs, free pistole
and sutomatic pistol designs and in-
rovationa. On a scale of 10, my -
chanical knowledge and ahility would
rank abomt minus 5. but the good
Ph.D. and engineer. Dr. MUK Jurek,
adrestly identified thase arens that he
folt woew different. unusual, and wor-
thy of Dote

After 1he SMU rejectinn, Jurek
made 8 protetvpe sulomatic piatel
similar ta the Colt-Browning. On the
Jurek pesiol, while the barrel and slide
Tocing nbe nre the spme *2 frowaing.
the barrel moverwnt s cantrolled by
parallel twin unking systems This
mwihod causes the barrel 10 roturn to
oxuctiy 12 game pasition for the suc
ceeding ot he waid, and therefure
resalts 10 Zreatar slCUrAcy

Jurek thene went to work for Wehley
and Srot as a pestol degigner whore
his automatic pistols were remado
and varous additicns and changes
wete redesi by Jurvk. As another
pruject. while st Webley and Scott. he
was abjo 1o create the beautiful calor-
case hardening that jaac attractively e
typical feature an the box lock actions
of Webley and Scott shotguns teday
The company was having some distor
tion problems and wog not cotsis
tently attmining the colors desired
Dedving back iato his chemizal engs-
neering hackground, Jurek produced
# hose-mend formula and established
right tomperature controls and the
problema were éplvod. Vory mmple, he
tok! mw

Aftar several years of working for
Webley, the quint, soft-spoken Dr
Jurwk decided that he war bocoming
something less than enamored with

Evans colects big gave oghin o well o
Haro e & admwing W

the mass production of firearms. He
hud won the pistol chamguanship of
Great Britain three times, he ssid, and
he had instructed and coached the
crack shooting squads of Britain for
vears. Precisson workmanship and sc-
curscy wore hic goals s he quit and
atarted his own buainess. He had de-
signed and spplied for n US. patemton
a bolr action that was easily sdaptoble
for left- or mght-handed wse and he
had a British patent on a 22 rifle with
a toggle trigger amemhly,

During the years that Jurek oper
atod his gun shop, he employsd noane
Every part of the target plstols and
riflos was made by him. He carved the
grips on his target pistols from o
mould of the shootar's kand so that the
fit would be perfuct. Jurek bas records
of two of his carliest 22 frog pistols
Owe hias lired slightly over 1,000,000
rounds and the other, serial ~4 hus
had 500,000 rounds fired. There has
not been a single malfunction nor
parta breakage on either pistol To me,
that exemphfies precsion workman
ship st its nest

Jurek's years of the ane man gun
shop produced 186 22 cahber Popular
models, 13 Model S with twa barrels
(one 22 und the other 38 Spocand), 127
22 calibwr slide actaon free plstels with
varwous barrl engthe, 19 toggzle »¢-
tion target riflos, 4 tanget rifies with
beft or right boll sctinms called Univer-
sal models, and 3 muzxieloading
tarpel pistols, two of which were 360
caliber and ans 45

At some point in our talk, | usked
Jurek if he had ever studied dentistry
That question got quite a chuckle xnd
the stary thot he had been wid by his

derstist that be had 3 loose front tooth
and it should ke palivd Jusek guve the
dentist & pogative shake of his houd,
ot the chuir and hiked himwlf 1o the
gun sbhop. He wired his tooth up and it
held ap for o couplo of years until he
palled it out with 4 st of gun barrel
pliers That was the extent of his
kiuwledge of dentistry and he re.
turned o the DDS for the Gtting of &
replace ment

Same years ago, Uy, Jurek decided
that the British equivalent of our
Internal Revenue Service was getling
2 bit too demanding sod he would pay
no mare income tax. He wrote o letter
w the Inland Hevenue telling them
that, "The Government has governed
my busineas until 1 don’t koow who
owns it any more | havwe been enrolled,
cajofer, required and commanded
wndil | don't know where 1 am.”

That august aad suthontatave body,
Intand Revenue, took o rather dim
view of such independent thinking
and in 1978 revoked his gun maker's
liceriwe, condemned the shop building
he sented and demolished it At the
time of our conversation, he had wld
hix bathes and hand tooks, and all that
waa loft was 3 neasly coinpiete serinl
#9360 caliber muxzicloading target
pigtol that he told e would be the lnst
Jurek gun. He p-\.%(-@ 1o Coraplete it
for me and send st to me. Ard he did s,

Aler that. Dr Juiek thought ke
would vigit his internaconal Lanker
pon inyParis and (Hen return Lo Poland
1o the wife be hadn't sest for twenty-
five vears. What he will be deang nwxt
he dogsn't know His Teiter 10 the
Hritish Inland Rewnue ended with
thve stateenent “The only reason Teling
o bite 1% Uo see what oo earth kappens
et .

EDITOR'S NOTE
- Suck eolitary gunmakers as M K.
Jurek ore fascinating. I Rave mef and
padlished articles on one o¢ two Amen
cans of semiler hent and cannot resist
griting the story told every time o Rew
ane comes clong

Jerry Evana hag here produced o ne
arkaie amount of i formation from
u single intervive. ] know one swchk
Americon well and we were [ri
end I isited hime off aoed on for a comw,
of yoars ond over the whole fime found
oul nol much more than you can now
kuote about MK Jduwrek.

There are only 352 gung bearing hus
mark. The survieed rate will doubiens
be high, but right here ts most of what
will cver appear ix pring, Kw
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